
Borough of Seaside Park 
Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, April 9, 2020  
7:00 P.M. 

 
Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr. 
Council President:                      Matthew DeMichele  
Council Member:                Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh  

                Council Member:    Faith Liguori 
Council Member:   Gail Coleman  
Council Member:   Ray Amabile  

   Council Member:                William Kraft 
    

Also Attending  Borough Attorney:  Steven Zabarsky Esq. 
Deputy Municipal Clerk:  Sandra Martin 
Police Chief:   James Boag 
Chief Financial Officer:  John Barrett 

 
 
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Honorable Mayor Peterson asked for all present to 
stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
 
WORKSHOP 
 
Payment of Claims March 19 - April 9, 2020 
 
Mayor Peterson notes that a Bill List was placed on the agenda because some of the bills have come up on an emergent 
basis due to the COVID-19 pandemic, though it deviates from the usual practice. 
 
The Council did not have any questions or comments.   
 
Temporarily Prohibit All Rentals by Hotels, Motels, and Guest Homes in Accordance with Executive Order 2020-08 
 
The resolution includes a sunset clause that states that the prohibition will be lifted when the state lifts the prohibition 
in Executive Order 2020-08. 
 
 
Payroll, Time & Labor, and Human Resource Management Systems, Prime Point Proposal for the Borough of Seaside 
Park 
 
The company is a payroll management company that offers cloud-based technology. Chief Financial Officer Barrett 
explained that the incumbent payroll provider changed the level of service, so the Borough is exploring other options. 
This company has a good reputation, and with the influx of summer employees, the company offers an interface that 
will allow employees to log into an app or use the hand scanners. 
 
Mayor Peterson asked about the amount of hand scanners needed.  
 
Chief Financial Officer Barrett suggested going with one hand scanner and have employees use the app. If more are 
needed, he will come back to the Council and the process can be expedited.  
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Council Member DeMichele asked about the existing keypad system. 
 
Chief Financial Officer Barrett explained that the old system used a thumbprint. The new hand scanners take a picture 
of the hand, which is safer for employees under current conditions, and has a place to put hand sanitizer. The app can 
be used in place of the hand scanner.  
 
Council Member DeMichele noted that Beach Control and Patrol expressed concern about the volume of people with 
the hand scanner being a nuisance. He also expressed concern with the IT cost.  
 
Chief Financial Officer Barrett said that they could use the app, so it should not be an issue. In terms of the IT costs, 
there will be an additional cost to set up the hand-scanner. 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh raised concern about the amount of $15,000 and questioned the need. 
 
Chief Financial Officer Barrett said that it is his recommendation, but ultimately, the decision is that of the Council. 
He said that the system was to have a system to record and keep track of overtime and pay. Mayor Peterson added that 
the system will track overtime directly related to the COVID-19 pandemic, which will help with reimbursement in the 
future.  
 
Discussion of R&VE Proposal to Provide Community Rating System (CRS) Services for the Borough of Seaside 
Park’s Recertification 2020 
 
Council Member Liguori is in favor of the contract.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said that every 5 years, the Borough can change its rating. Next year, the rating can be 
changed, but that will be more expensive. This is just maintaining the certification, which must be done by October. 
 
 
Update on Parking Lot Kiosks &Installation 
 
Chief Boag said that the parts were all received to install the kiosks, which were all installed yesterday by DPW. The 
batteries were installed today and were tested. Chief Boag and Sergeant Fitzgerald are creating a policy to make it 
safer for the officer to avoid contact with customers. Chief Boag said the kiosks could be up and running tomorrow if 
Council wished. 
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky said that the governor’s executive order 119 acknowledges that the original declaration 
of emergency would be extended 30 days, but can be interpreted by the wording that the emergency order is in full 
force and effect until an order is issued otherwise.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh noted the portion of the governor’s order that hand sanitizer should be provided and 
kiosks cleaned. Borough Attorney Zabarsky agrees that these should be in place for public safety, but notes that the 
executive order 122 specifies that essential retail businesses must adhere to those terms to remain in business, but the 
Borough is not a retail business.   
 
The consensus is that parking will not be enforced until May 7th. They discussed consulting with Point Pleasant about 
their current experience with parking. 
 
 
Discussion of Beach Badges Purchased 
 
Council Member DeMichele discussed that the Beach Control manager usually purchased the rest of the badges at 
this time of year. Chief Financial Officer Barrett noted that a purchase order had been opened for the rest of the badges 
to be prepared for the summer.  
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Discussed beach badges purchased in the holiday sale, and reaching out to the state’s office about allowing residents 
use of the beach as long as they are socially distanced, but acknowledged the challenges with enforcement. 
 
 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mayor Peterson opened the floor to the public for comment.  
 
Paul Barna, 505 N Ocean Avenue said that there shouldn’t be a concern regarding the parking kiosks, because it is 
the same as using an ATM. The discretion is up to the resident to use gloves. 
 
Nick Bucci, 120 Seventh Avenue believes that the kiosks should be covered until the beaches are open.  
 
Hearing no other comments, Mayor Peterson closed the public portion of the meeting. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 
MADE BY: Council Member Dr. McHugh 
SECOND: Council Member Kraft 
APPROVED: All in Favor 
CARRIES: YES 
 
 
 
 


	Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr.

